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WHAT'S YOUR MESSAGE
TO THE TROOPS?

Amanda Bratu ls a homemaker whe lives in Meridian. She iz
ahown hers with her 3-year-cld son, Danlel. Hera |s
Amanda’s measage: “My brotherin-law, Jerry Bratu, left on
Christmas Day. Ha's with the 150th Gombat Englneer
Battalion of the Mizslzalippd Mational Guard_ | want him to
kmecw e 're praying for him.”

Making it through
the ‘Red Zone’

Muoster-at-Arms Pty Qfcer Ik Closs foson Hrush is on
femporary duty of Comp Victery Senth in Irrg. He skipped eni
Lt 7, 2000, and hapes o be hack home af Navel dir Stafion
Meridian's Security Departaeent sometime g April,

Jason emjoyvs huenting, fSshing and fomily activities and is a
member of S5 Albars Epizcopel Charrch in Birmingham, Ala.
Here's his letfer Rowme,

Hello folks hack in Meridiam,

[ am currently assigned to the Protective Service Detail of
Maj. Gen, William Brandenburg, deputy commanding general
for Multi-Matienal Forces [rag, Detaines Operations,

The general also serves as the commanding general of Task
Force 134 — which is responsible for the day-to-day operations of
all enemy prisoners of war, insurgent arrestess and the criminal
court of lrag.

Thres to four times a week we travel, usually by convoy, from
Camp Victory to the International Zone (formerly the Green
Aone),

We actually have armored Homyees and [ am usually either the
chase vehicle driver, top side gunper or convoy commander,
depending on the mission. The drive from here o the 127 is a
10-mile drive through the Bed Zone, alse referred to as “Iodian
Country,” where we frequently take fire and have, on a few occa-
sions, engaged in combat leng enough for us to get out of the
danger area.

The treatment of prisoners is a big deal for both the LS, and
the Iragi government, who are trying o gain the frust of the
[ragi people,

[ have been fortunate to meet the prime minister of Irag, Ayad
Allawi, and the entire cahinet.

This could go on for days, but that is the gist of it all. | have
taken hundreds of pictures and have sent a few back to The
States when | got the chance,

[ am doing fine. If the bad guys woald stop mortaring us every
night, things would be much better, At first vou knew about what
time they would come, and we just staved in the hard buildings
until it was all over; now they are sporadically firinge at us, [tisa
hit-and-miss game aroand here, Since | have been here, only a
handful of people have actually been killed or even hurt by them.

{roly 75 more days lefl in Irag.

Jason Hrush

Daddy misses daughter’s firsts

Kenyetta Jimison, 23, isa
wife and wother She works in
Chancery Conrt af the
Landeydales Cosnty
Conrihonse. Her Rushand is
Jazsen fimizoen of (e Mizssissippd
Ay Natiowal Guards 36Tk
Maintenance Company. The
narif 45 based ia DeFalh.
Kenyetta and fason wers
warried on April 15, 2003,
and kave one dasghter,
Kenuedi Ja'Lese

By Kenyetta Jimison
special to The S1ar

Jazon's unit was put on alerd
for about 1 month before they
were actually called up for duty.
Kennedi was only about 2%
months old when Jason left, so
she really didn't know who he
was,

The unit left on Sept, 5, 2008,
heading to Washington and,
from Washingtoen, to [rag.

[ was so lost and disap-
pointed when he had to leave
us, We were only married a
couple of moenths and | had a
new baby to take care of.
Bennedi and 1 moved in with
my parcnts so we wouldn't have
to liwe plone,

It was =0 hard for me when
Jason left. It was hard to watch
the news and things of that
nature. 1 can  remember
watching the news sometimes
and hearing about the guys
being killed and having o wait
sometimes a week before |
heard from Jason. [ waited ... ta
hear from him, not Knowing i
he was (MR or what. 1t was
nerve-wracking, it was stressful
and so, g0 hard, But through it

all, with faith and prayer, I
made it.

Jason  missed  all  of
Kennedi's first things. Her first
words, crawling, laughing out
lowd, holding her own battle,
pulling up, plaving patty-cake,
waving and saying bye-bye,
standing alene, walking, her
first birthday, her first
Christmas and her firsi Easter,

When Kennedi was about 5e
months old, she had te hawe
surgery. She had to have a cyst
removed from her forehead.
Jason was in [rag at the time, sa
he had no idea what was geing
an until he called me ane
marning en my cell phone and
we were in the hospital. She
recoveread just tine,

Wi had a lot of ohstacles to
overcaome while Jason was in
Irag, but we had faith in God
and we prayed all we could —
Godd answered our prayers.

My parents, James and Dora
Moore, really made a differ-
ence for us — they were there
all the way.

My brother, James Maoore
Je., stepped in and took up the
slack with Kennedi. Even
though he was not “daddy,” he
played a big role with Kennedi
by being a male fgure in her
yvoung Life. My brother-in-law
and his wife, Chris and Tarmimie
Parker, also stood behind us
and they were very supportive.

Jason and his unit retwrned
home safely on Nov, 24, 2004,
Waords can't express how happy
wi were. Kennedi is loving the
fact that "daddy” is home and
she is truly a “daddy s girl.”

My heart goes out to all of
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DADDY'S GIRL

Jason Jimison helds his daughter, Kennedi Ja'Lese, who was
just an infant whan har father's Mississippi Army National Guard
wnit was called wup ta sarva in Irag.

the soldiers who are stillin Irag  Stay prayerful, stay strong and
and those that are Ireg-bound.  be encouraged.

“This is my way of
letting them know that
['m behind them all the
way. | also hive a
brodher-in-law in the
military, g0 1 feel
A connection to them.”

Stephanie Truman,
Superstop manager

*| have three on my

car. Line represcnts my

danghter, who isin the
Mavy; one represents

Beserve.”

Truwman

my son, who is in the Army; and one
represents my brother, whois in the Army

Linda Trotier,
Jones Clesmers

SPEAK UP

Here's how these Meridian
residents answered the
question, "Why do you display
one — or several — ribbons
an your car in hanor of our
troops in the Middle East?"

support for our
troepes, andd that we
care and pray for thedr
saleby”
Levern Taylor,
Lauderdale County
Farm =supply

“Ckne of my fricnds

saying Thank you.™

°| hawe three ribbons on my car. | was

"My soa-in-law has served a tour of
duty overseas for the current war in lradg,
s | el g conaection o all of those who
hiwve served and are serving. Thisis my
way of showing my suppert to them ancd

Cynthia F. Kennedy,

is in the infantry out
of Jack=on. His job is
b0 BCCOMmpany
womidedd soldicrs or
their family members back to The Sates,
While he is not over there (fighting), he is
dedicated to the cause, This is my way of
showing my support.”

Taylor

Marsha Kamia,

e e Lol ogi 5L Meridian Public schools

in Desert Storm, so | know what it is like. |
think the ribbons are a good idea. s a
ool way be show local support for the
troaps.”
Evndray Houston,
Howston Construction

“It's & way of being truthful to the
troops, even thoueh 1 feel they are there
for a WL Calgsa, We'pe |||ﬁ4'.|!||!.e" Bves ower
theere, but we atill e tooshow oar

| have five on my car. [want fo show
iy support to the troops and this is one
wily of doing it.”
Shirdey Camphell,
Mr. Bodgers Hamburgers




